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January 24, 2002

Ms. Julie Reagan Watson
Assistant General Counsel
Texas Department of Human Services
P.O. Box 149030
Austin, Texas 78714-9030

OR2001-0354

Dear Ms. Watson:

You   ask   whether  certain  information  is  subject  to  required  public  disclosure  under
chapter 552 of the Government Code.  Your request was assigned ID# 157720.

The  Texas  Department  of  Human  Services  (the  “department”) received a request for the
ownership  and  managing  staff  listed  on  the  license  application  of Burk Home Health.  You
indicate  that   this  information   has  been  released  to the   requestor.  The information  you  seek
to   withhold  is  not  responsive  to   the  request  and,  therefore,  the department is  not  obligated
to release this information.

This  letter  ruling  is  limited  to  the  particular  records  at issue in this request and  limited  to  the
facts   as  presented  to  us;  therefore,  this ruling must not be relied upon  as  a  previous
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances.

This  ruling  triggers  important  deadlines  regarding   the  rights and responsibilities of the
governmental  body  and  of  the  requestor.   For  example,  governmental  bodies  are  prohibited
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling.  Gov’t Code § 552.301(f).  If the
governmental   body   wants   to  challenge   this   ruling,  the  governmental  body  must  appeal by
filing   suit  in  Travis  County  within 30 calendar days.  Id. § 552.324(b).  In order to get the full
benefit  of  such  an  appeal,  the  governmental  body  must  file  suit   within  10  calendar  days.
Id. §  552.353(b)(3), (c).  If  the  governmental  body  does  not  appeal  this  ruling  and  the
governmental body does not comply with it,  then  both  the  requestor  and  the  attorney  general
have    the    right   to   file   suit   against   the    governmental    body  to  enforce  this   ruling.     Id.
§  552.321 (a).

If  this  ruling  requires  the  governmental  body  to release  all or part of the requested information,
the    governmental    body   is responsible   for   taking   the   next   step.        Based   on    the 
statute,     the attorney    general    expects    that,    within    10   calendar   days of   this  ruling, the




